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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This official action is in response to applicants Request for Continued Examination 
(RCE) filed on July 27, 2006. Claims 21-30 are pending. Independent claim 21 has been 
amended. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pagliaroli et al [US 
5,276,728]. 

Regarding claim 21, Pagliaroli et al disclose a method comprising: 

a. Accessing a first processing device (16) with a communication device (48) via a 
second processing device (46). The first processing device is located at a vehicle 
(column 3, lines 50-56), the second processing device is located remote fi-om the vehicle 
(column 4, lines 54-56), and the communication device (48) is located remote from the 
second processing device (16) and remote from the vehicle (Figure 1). 

b. Determining an operating status of the vehicle (column 4, Unes 46-52). Theft 
sensors are used to monitor various conditions of the vehicle including tampering and 
theft. Monitoring whether the vehicle has been tampered with or stolen meets the 
limitation determining an operating status of the vehicle. 
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c. Providing information regarding the operating status of a vehicle system at the 
communication device (column 2, line 67 - column 3, line 3 and column 3, line 64 - 
column 4, line 20 and column 4, lines 46-52). Pagliaroli discloses that a user is alerted 
when the operating status of a vehicle alarm system (theft) changes. A portable receiver 
is carried by the user for providing an alert. After receiving an alert, the user will use the 
communication device to transmit a signal to the vehicle. When the user receives an alert 
via the receiving device, while in the presence of the communication device, the 
information regarding the operating status of the vehicle alarm system is provided at the 
communication device. 

d. Transmitting a first signal (40) from the communication device (48) wherein the 
first signal (40) is transmitted to the first processing device (16) via the second processing 
device (46, column 4, line 53 - column 5, line 7). 

e. Enabling or disabling the operation of the vehicle (column 5, lines 37-47). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 21-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over PagUaroU et 
al. 

Regarding claim 21, PagUaroli et al disclose a method comprising: 
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a. Accessing a first processing device (16) with a communication device (48) via a 
second processing device (46). The first processing device is located at a vehicle 
(column 3, lines 50-56), the second processing device is located remote fi"om the vehicle 
(column 4, lines 54-56), and the communication device (48) is located remote fi-om the 
second processing device (16) and remote from the vehicle (Figure 1). 

b. Determining an operating status of the vehicle (column 4, lines 46-52). Theft 
sensors are used to monitor various conditions of the vehicle including tampering and 
theft. Monitoring whether the vehicle has been tampered with or stolen meets the 
limitation determining an operating status of the vehicle. 

c. Providing information regarding the operating status of a vehicle system at the 
communication device (column 2, line 67 - column 3, line 3 and column 3, line 64 - 
column 4, line 20 and column 4, lines 46-52). PagliaroU discloses that a user is alerted 
when the operating status of a vehicle alarm system (theft) changes. A portable receiver 
is carried by the user for providing an alert. After receiving an alert, the user will use the 
communication device to transmit a signal to the vehicle. When the user receives an alert 
via the receiving device, while in the presence of the communication device, the 
information regarding the operating status of the vehicle alarm system is provided at the 
communication device. 

d. Transmitting a first signal (40) from the communication device (48) wherein the 
first signal (40) is transmitted to the first processing device (16) via the second processing 
device (46, column 4, Une 53 - column 5, hne 7). 

e. Enabling or disabling the operation of the vehicle (column 5, lines 37-47). 
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Pagliaroli does not specifically disclose that information is regarding the operating status 
of the vehicle alarm system is provided on (via) the communication device. However, reporting 
information to a remote or central location was well known in the art at the time of the invention 
by the applicant. In fact, Pagliaroli teaches a step of reporting information to a remote location 
(see step c above). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention by the applicant to modify the invention of Pagliaroli so that the communication 
device included a receiving device for providing information to a user because the modification 
would result in a system suited for alerting a user of the operating status of vehicle alarm system 
at a remote location without requiring the use of a portable receiving device. By making the 
communication device and the portable receiving device integral, the user would not have to 
worry about losing the portable receiving device. 

Regarding claims 22-29, Pagliaroli discloses that the vehicle may be any motor vehicle 
(column 3, lines 17-22). This teaching reasonably appears to meet the limitations of the claims. 
It would have been obvious to a skilled artisan, from the suggestion of PagUaroU, that any 
vehicle or combination of vehicles could have been monitored and controlled by the invention. 

As for claim 30, Pagliaroh discloses that any telephone may be used to send a control 
signal. Further, Pagliaroli discloses the use of cellular networks (column 4, Une 53-column 55, 
line 7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
by the applicant that any telephone whether wired or wireless could be used to transmit control 
signals. A wireless communication device would allow a user to transmit a control signal at any 
time and from any place within communication range of the network. The use of a wireless 
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communication device would reduce the amount of damage done or distance traveled by a thief 
by allowing a user to immediately access the first processing device located in the vehicle. 



Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric M. Blount whose telephone number is (571) 272-2973, The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Eric M. Blount 

Examiner (\ t 
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